ISRAEL: PAST, PRESENT AND BEYOND
ITINERARY
Day 1 Thursday ~ March 9 - WELCOME TO ISRAEL
Arrive in Tel Aviv to VIP services that will ease customs and passport control.
Transfer to The Jaffa hotel in Tel Aviv. Welcome dinner at a chef-owned
restaurant with speaker Nir Zuk, founder of Palo Alto Networks.
Day 2 Friday ~ March 10 - DAZZLING TEL AVIV
Breakfast at the hotel. Speaker Joanna Landau on Israel, Changing
Perceptions. We start our journey with a tour of ancient Jaffa - your first
encounter with antiquity and the unique vitality of building the first Jewish
neighbourhood that culminated in modern Tel Aviv. Stop for an otherworld
experience at Nalagaat (“please touch”) a nonprofit organisation providing a
meeting place with Deaf, blind and mute individuals. We continue with a tour
through the vibrant Jaffa flea market a meeting place of “old, new” Here in the
company of David Kichka, a leading Israeli food guru, we tour this bustling
remarkable and largely unknown area along with a multitude of Israelis
stopping to enjoy “street food” at its best. Get a glimpse of Neve Tzedek (Oasis
of Justice), one of the first Jewish neighbourhoods” established in 1887
outside of Jaffa. By the start of the 1900’s Neve Tzedek became a retreat for
many artists and writers. Then travel across Tel Aviv world centre of Bauhaus
architecture to see some of these unusual protected buildings en route to
Rabin Square where we pay tribute to one of Israel’s best known statesmen,
the late Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, at the site of his assassination.
Dinner with Chef Tomer Tal or Nir Zook at their homes. Speaker Joshua “Shiki”
Shani Israel’s impact in the aircraft industry or with Yehuda Van Der Walde of
the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange, a major player in fueling Israel’s growth.

Day 3 Saturday ~ March 11- THE MEDITERRANEAN COAST
Breakfast at the hotel. Speaker Sylvan Adams, a Canadian Israeli businessman
involved in the Beresheet moon landing along with Yariv Bash of Space Israel;
Or Sarah Levy, the, CTO of Sight Diagnostics (producers of the CBC Analyzer that
speeds diagnosis and treatment time) to learn more about Israel hi-tech and Israel
Start up nation. Travel north along the Mediterranean coast and through the Carmel
Mountains to Megiddo. Stop to visit this ancient site once guarding the ancient trade
route between Egypt and Mesopotamia. Lunch typical Arab or Druze Mediterranean fare.
Continue along the Jezreel Valley to Akko. Tour ancient Akko (Acre), the UNESCO World
Heritage site, seat of Crusader King Richard the Lion Heart’s “Jerusalem” kingdom, conducted
by Dr. Shelley-Anne Peleg, a renowned specialist in Crusader History and Director of the
International Conservation Center - Città di Roma.
Check in to the historic Hotel Efendi and adjacent unique Inns. Enjoy dinner with Chef Uri
Jeremias with wine pairing from Galilee wine cellars. Speaker Prof. Hossam Haick of the
Technion University Nanotechnology advanced/applied materials/chemistry, and medicine.
Day 4 Sunday ~ March 12 - WONDERS OF THE GALILEE – MUSIC, FOOD & ART
Breakfast at the hotel. Speaker Ifat Baron Goldberg founder and CEO of ITworks a non-profit
working to narrow employment gaps and promote diversity in Israel’s booming high-tech
industry, along with Sirin Najam, from Judeidi-Makr, a fulfillment and demand specialist at
smart energy-tech company SolarEdge; and Alaa Halumi from Nazareth, a software engineer.
Both are among pioneering Arab women shattering the hi-tech glass ceiling. Or a former
Deputy Director in Israel’s Mossad, to learn more about the security challenges facing Israel.
Travel to Keshet Eilon Music Centre at Kibbutz Eilon, where the director will introduce us to
this facility - devoted to training and promoting young string musicians from Israel and around
the world. Continue through the Upper Galilee
to Maalot – Tarshiha a mixed city, where we meet Adam Ziv (Jewish) and Alaa Sawitat
(Muslim), partners at Buza, who are making an impact in Israel’s culinary scene. Adam
will make ice cream for us then we enjoy lunch at Chef Alaa’s Aluma Restaurant, a delectable
fusion of French, Jewish, Muslim and Christian cuisine. Travel through the mountainous
Upper Galilee to Matat, a remote hilltop community and meet with artist Yuval Telem
Check in to Mitzpe Hayamim Isrotel’s new luxurious hotel.Dinner with Chef Erez
Komarovsky at the Wood Grill. Speaker: Rami Gazit The Galilee Accelerator for
smart industry and new businesses.

Day 5 Monday ~ March 13 - THE FINGER OF THE GALILEE & GOLAN HEIGHTS
“Waking up with the birds” – before breakfast, meet with an ornithologist at Agmon Hahula
(Hula Lake) to witness the seasonal marvel as millions of migratory birds fly over Israel.
Breakfast at the hotel. Travel across the lush Jordan Valley and the Finger of the Galilee, onto
the Golan Heights for an exciting Jeep tour, including an in-depth security briefing on the
Armistice line with Syria, and with an outdoor, catered gourmet lunch. Top the day off
visiting young IDF Air Force soldiers who defend Israel with the Star Wars like Iron Dome a
“state of the art” anti-projectile system.
Dinner in private home, speaker Dror Tamir CEO of Hargol.

Day 6 Tuesday ~ March 14 - SPEND A DAY AT LEISURE & NIGHT TOUR OF SAFED
Enjoy the many treatments and facilities in this delightful Spa hotel. Tour the hotel’s organic
gardens and farms, part of its “farm to table” philosophy. Or take an optional tour: Gems and
antiquities on the road to Damascus. Dinner in the hotel. Travel to Safed, one of “the four
lands of life” (holy cities) and guided by Dr Yossi Stepanski, visit some unique, picturesque
ancient synagogues.
Day 7 Wednesday ~ March 15 - FROM THE GALILEE & THE DEAD SEA TO JERUSALEM
Travel south down the Jordan Valley, along The Sea of Galilee to Beit Shean national park, to
visit this fascinating excavation which houses spectacular Roman, Byzantine and Omayyad
ruins. Board helicopters for an aerial tour from the Beit Shean Valley, over the Lower Galilee,
the Jezreel Valley, the Central mountain range, Israel’s “narrow waist line”, Jerusalem and the
Judean Desert, to the lowest place on earth at the Dead Sea. Landing near Masada, where we
enjoy a gourmet picnic lunch. Then either walk up the Roman siege ramp or take the cable
car up (& down) to visit the formidable 2000 year old Herodian desert fortress, later site of
the last Jewish stand against Rome (73CE). Those who are able can walk down the snake
path. Travel to a Dead Sea Spa hotel, to enjoy a “Mud festival” and bathe/float on the Dead
Sea - you cannot sink! Later in the afternoon, travel through the Judean desert to Jerusalem.
Check in to the renowned King David hotel. Enjoy a sumptuous Chef-catered dinner.

Day 8 Thursday ~ March 16 - JERUSALEM ~ THE SOURCE OF FAITH
Learn more about Jewish presence in Israel in a private meeting with Rabbi
Shaul David Judelman, from Gush Etzion. Travel around the walls of the Old City
and along the Kidron valley to Ir David (City of King David), where we tour
Jerusalem of ancient times, located on a narrow steep ridge south of The
Temple Mount. Enter Jerusalem’s Old city, stop to view / visit the Western Wall
an important Jewish prayer area. Walk through the alleyways of Old Jerusalem,
stopping to visit unique archaeological windows into the City’s ancient, layered
history, with light lunch in the Old City. Stop at the Austrian Hospice for a
splendid view of the Old City. Visit the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Continue
through the colourful Suk (market) with time to test your bargaining skills
shopping in the Old City. Enjoy a spectacular Jerusalem vista from the Mount of
Olives, with a splendid view of the Old and New City, and meet with Dr. Danny
Tirza for a briefing on the Security Fence.
Dine around on your own at one of the following fabulous restaurants ~
Talbiye, Mona and Satya, reservations (which we will make) are required.

Day 9 Friday ~ March 17 - ANCIENT JERUSALEM
Breakfast in the hotel. Meet with Bassem Eid - founder and former director of
the Palestinian Human Rights Monitoring Group, a recognized expert on the
Palestine–Israel conflict. Travel through the new city to Yad Vashem National
Museum, Memorial and Archives of the Shoah (holocaust) in Europe during the
2nd World War. Continue to Mahane Yehuda Market for a unique experience of
the new wave in Israeli cuisine, with chef Uri Navon (partner with Israeli Chef
Assaf Granit in 3 fabulous restaurants), culminating in a lunch workshop at
Yudaleh. End the day at Herodion, visit a remarkable Herodian monument with
a glorious glimpse of Bethlehem, Jerusalem and the Judean desert.
Meet with Prof. Dan Bahat at The W. F. Albright Institute of Archaeological
Research over dinner, a splendid assortment of Palestinian dishes, creation of
Chef Hisham M'Farreh.

Day 10 Saturday ~ March 18 - JUDEAN FOOTHILLS & THE NEGEV WILDERNESS
Over breakfast meet with Nitzana Darshan-Leitner, a firebrand Israeli Lawyer, Director
of Shurat Hadin a non-profit organisation spearheading legal action that holds countries
harbouring terrorists, accountable for their actions. Stop at the Israel Museum’s
permanent archaeology exhibition, with special attention to the “Priestly Benediction”
on 2 ancient silver amulets. Drive through the Judean Mountains, and the Elah Valley
where David fought Goliath to Beit Guvrin / Maresha. Continue south into the Negev
wilderness, witnessing the amazing “greening of the desert.” Stop to visit Sderot, the
world capital of incoming missiles, then we have lunch with Alon Schuster, Israel’s
Deputy Minister of Defense. Travel into the heart of the Negev desert. Stop to visit the
tomb of Israel’s 1st PM David Ben Gurion and for a wonderful view of the Zin valley from
the grave of Israel’s 1st Prime Minster.
Check in to the magnificent Beresheet Hotel. Perched on the edge of the majestic
Machtesh Ramon, Beresheet boasts an ecologically daring design that allows the resort
to blend into the desert. Enjoy dinner in the hotel. After dinner, end the day star-gazing
with a resident celestial expert in the part of the world where the stars seem to be right
in the palm of your hand.
Day 11 Sunday ~ March 19 - JEWELS OF MACHTESH RAMON IN THE NEGEV DESERT
Learn about empowering Israeli Bedouin over breakfast with Kher Albaz co-executive
director of AJEEC-NISPED (Arab-Jewish Center for Equality, Empowerment and
Cooperation – Negev Institute for Strategies of Peace and Development). Start the day
with a jeep tour to witness the amazing geological formations in Machtesh Ramon, the
largest erosion crater in the world. Enjoy a light lunch and a tour of the Nana winery
followed by camel rides. Return for some leisure time in the hotel.
In the evening walk through the desert to enjoy a sumptuous Bedouin feast.
Day 12 Monday ~ March 20 - FAREWELL TO ISRAEL
Exchange memories and photos over breakfast at the hotel. Check out and travel to Ben
Gurion Airport for your return flights. VIP assistance at the airport through passport
control to the lounge. Then take your return flights.
Note: The speakers and itinerary are subject to change and the order may vary.
Hotels as listed or similar.

TOUR COST
The tour price is per person for land only; quoted in US Dollars,
based on 2 people sharing a room and a minimum of 15 participants.
Note the reductions in the per person cost once we have 20, then 25 participants.
See the Application for Terms and Conditions, Flights & Travel Insurance
A deposit of US$4,500 is required to secure your spot
Avie Esakov would be happy to take your payment information and to answer any questions you have about the trip.
Please reach him at avie@ihtours.com or 416-444-6666 Ext 424 or 877-999-8868 Ext 424.

Payment in US$ by cheque, or bank transfer
Number of participants
Cost per person
Single supplement is US$3,795

15
US$24,239

20
US$21,814

25
$US19,968

15
US$24,951

20
US$22,455

25
$US20,552

Payment in US$ by credit card
Number of participants
Cost per person
Single supplement is US$3,904

TOUR COST
Included:
~ VIP assistance at Ben Gurion Airport upon arrival and departure
~ Transfers to/from the airport (Israel)
~ 11 Nights at select Super Deluxe premium hotels
~ All meals
~ 11 full days of touring, with expert speakers and special events (as listed in the itinerary)
~ Luxurious air conditioned coach with complimentary Wi Fi, water, soft drinks and snacks
~ Expert English speaking Govt. licensed tour guide
~ Entrance fees, sites, activities and speakers as listed
~ Helicopter ride over central Israel
~ Hotel taxes and service charges
~ Porterage at airport upon arrival and at all the hotels in Israel
Not Included:
~ Single room supplement
~ Air fare to and from Tel Aviv
~ Suggested minimum gratuity US$175 per person (for Driver, Guide and Hotel Staff) collected upon arrival in Israel
~ Optional early arrival. You may want to arrive a day or two before the tour begins.
~ Spa services and treatments available at each hotel
~ Upgrades in hotels
~ Items of a personal nature, extras in hotels and drinks as taken
~ Travel Insurance is highly recommended.

TWO WONDERFUL TOUR EXTENSIONS
1. Jordan and the Land of Lawrence of Arabia
Day 1 Monday ~ March 20 - WELCOME TO JORDAN, WADI RUM &
LITTLE PETRA
Transfer to the Yitzhak Rabin Arava Border crossing. Walk across the
border into Jordan. Meet your guide and travel north to Wadi Rum of
Lawrence of Arabia fame, and stop for a light lunch in a Bedouin
tent. Then enjoy a fascinating jeep tour through the unique, moon-like
terrain of Wadi Rum. Travel north along the “Kingsway” to a picturesque
village hotel Hayat Zamman, nestling in the mountains south of Petra
and relax in a Hammam spa, an authentic Turkish bath. Continue north
to Siq el Barid, also known as Little Petra take camel rides to a
sumptuous dinner with rich traditional folklore, and meet with Sabri
Mahmoud Al Fdool the Director of Petra Tourism.
Check into the luxurious Movenpick Resort ~ Petra.
Day 2 Tuesday ~ March 21 - PETRA - THE RED ROCK & THE DEAD SEA
Get an early start touring Petra, a spectacular marvel of geology,
morphology and antiquity. Those who are able join Avie on a rigorous
hike up to the Monastery at A Dir with a splendid view of the Arava
valley (separating Israel and Jordan). Take a light lunch in the hotel.
Continue north and west winding our way down to the Dead Sea. En
route, stop to view Shobak, a Crusader desert fortress - also known as
Montreal. Continue to the Kempinski Ishtar Dead Sea ~ luxury spa
Hotel. Enjoy a dinner demonstration, cooking with Executive Chef
Abdulsalaam and his family. Speaker Ms Haifa Hajjar Najjar (Minister of
Culture) to address empowering women.

Day 3 Wednesday ~ March 22 - DEAD SEA, MOAB MOUNTAINS &
ANCIENT AMMAN
Spend a leisurely morning floating on the Dead Sea and enjoying the hotel
facilities. We leave the Dead Sea late morning heading up into the mountains
to Madaba, where we visit the Byzantine mosaic map of the world, at St.
George’s Church. Stop for a light lunch at Herat Jedudna. We then travel east
and up to Amman – capital of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. Stop to visit
the unique ancient citadel in Amman with an amazing cross section of ancient
layers, from the Neolithic (7-8000bc) and the Early Bronze ages (4500BC),
through to modern times. Check in to the Four Seasons Hotel Amman -- day
use is provided. Enjoy a sumptuous farewell dinner at Fakhreldin restaurant,
speaker ~ Marwan Salah Mohamed Juma, founder of Kinz Information &
Technology, former Minister of Communication. Transfer to Amman Airport for
return flights with VIP airport assistance.
Cost per person based on a minimum of 10 participants and 2 people sharing
a room.
Note: the reductions in the per person cost once we have 12 then 14
participants.
Payment in US$ by cheque, deposit or bank transfer to account
Number of participants

10

12

14

Cost per person

US$4,962

US$4,637

$US4,370

10
US$5,111

12
US$4,781

14
$US4,499

The single supplement is US$415
Payment in US$ by credit card
Number of participants
Cost per person
The single supplement is US$428

2. 6 Senses, the Most Luxurious Hotel in Israel
3 days, 2 nights March 20 – 23, 2022

Day 1 Monday ~ March 20 - NEGEV DESERT
Travel south through the Negev wilderness. Stop at kibbutz Neot Semadar to learn about
the holistic approach they have taken to life and for light lunch. Continue south to Shacharut
and check into the Six Senses.
Day 2 Tuesday ~ March 21 - SIX SENSES RESORT AT LEISURE
Spend a splendid day at leisure in the luxurious resort.
Day 3 Wednesday ~ March 23 - RETURN TO CANADA
Transfer to Eilat airport, fly to Ben Gurion airport, VIP services to the Lounge at Ben Gurion
airport
Cost per person is based on a minimum 6 participants; 2 people sharing one room; bed
and breakfast
Payment in US$ by cheque, deposit or bank transfer to account
Number of participants
Cost per person
The single supplement is US$1,015

6
US$3,464

8
US$3,099

10
$US2,959

6
US$3,569

8
US$3199

10
$US3,039

Payment in US$ by credit card
Number of participants
Cost per person
The single supplement is US$1,044

RESPONSIBILITY
The travel agent and/or tour operator acts only as agent for the various companies; owners or contractors providing the means of transportation, accommodation and other services pertaining to the trip.
All exchange orders, coupons and tickets are subject to the terms and conditions under which such means of transportation, accommodation and other services are offered or provided. The issuance and
acceptance of such tickets shall be deemed as consent to the future conditions. International Heritage Tours shall not be in any way liable for injury, damage, loss, accident, delay or any irregularity in any
vehicle or through the act or default of any company or person engaged in conveying the passengers or any hotel proprietor, personnel or servant of any other person, resulting loss or additional expenses
due to delay or changes in connection herewith. International Heritage Tours cannot accept the responsibility for changes in transportation schedule or other causes. The right is reserved to accept or reject
any person as a member of any tour, or to change or withdraw the tour as circumstances demand. Each exchange order, coupon, or ticket is to be regarded as one contracted by or on behalf of the particular
company or person named on it.
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